
Cleeve Ramblers

Minutes of the General Committee Meeting

held on 22nd March 2018 at 14:15

in Prestbury Library

Present.
Don Evans (Chairman)
Martin Thornley (Footpaths Secretary)
David Freeman (Treasurer)                  
Gerard O'Driscoll (Webmaster)
Di Terry (Assistant Secretary Newsletter)
Maisie Hurst
June Stroud

Apologies.
Brian Payne (Secretary)
Annie White (Membership secretary)
Sue Perkin (Social secretary)

Minutes of Previous Meeting.

Were read and approved with some minor corrections.

Matters Arising.

None.

Footpath Secretary's Report.

MT was pleased to report that John Newbury has now joined the Footpath Committee and 
will be a most useful addition to the team.

The annual liaison meeting with GCC and AMEY was held on 15/2/18 at County Hall.  GCC 
advised that the PROW contract with AMEY will be terminated in April and the existing staff
returned to GCC employment.  My observation is that, whilst this change has the potential to 
improve the PROW capability there were no specific proposals as to how this may be 
achieved.

AMEY reported that the list of outstanding reported footpath issues exceeds 500 items and 
the prospect of reducing this seems remote.  The need to prioritise remains and the 
importance of the volunteers’ contribution remains important.
Issues relating to way marking by volunteers, planning and use of Section 106 orders to 
improve footpaths Pathwatch were discussed.
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Bentley Lane: 

On 26/1/18 I received from PINS a 33 page document prepared by solicitors for the owner of 
the Bentleys.  With the valuable support of Ramblers central office legal team I have 
provided a response for the Inspector’s consideration.  A site inspection should take place 
during week 27/3/18, following which the inspector will review the case and pronounce, 
hopefully by the end of May.

A417 Air Balloon Roundabout - Highway Modification Proposals

Ramblers have been consulted on the proposed options and have responded by expressing 
concern regarding the lack of detail regarding the PROWs and aligned with the National 
Trust and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust in seeking improvement to reduce visual and noise 
impact and to facilitate walkers crossing the highway.

A Lost Ways training day is being held in Bishops Cleeve tithe barn on Sunday 13th May.  
This will be very interesting for anyone with an interest in the history and legal basis of our 
paths, and useful for working to save them.

Treasurers Report.

Main account funds were £597.67 and social fund £67.61.
The reserves (ratio of funds/expenditure) /at the end of the financial year in September are 
very likely to exceed the recommended percentage of 40-75%.

Secretary's Report.
No report. However GOD had attended the Gloucester Area meeting in January and reported 
that a proposal to create a joint walking event for all the Gloucester Area groups. The 
Gloucester Group have volunteered to organise the event, which is likely to be on Sept. 15th. 
from Kings Stanley Village Hall. This may include a series of different length walks that 
conclude back at the hall at the same time.

Gloucestershire Area is still struggling to attract a full complement of committee members, 
and most specifically those of secretary and membership secretary.

Membership Secretary's Report.

None.

Chairman's Report.

DE welcomed David Freeman to the committee in his role as treasurer.

Social Events.

MH reported that there were now 20 members who would attend the annual dinner on 11 
April. MH and the committee in general expressed some disappointment that the numbers 
were so low.
SP was unable to attend the meeting but had distributed in advance a proposal for other social
events over the year, attached as an appendix to these minutes. 
Regarding the Chatsworth house visit, MT thought that the time/distance was too long/far, 
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but this concern was not shared by other committee members.

The Severn Cider visit was proposed to be part of a Wednesday walk. 
GOD volunteered to lead the Wednesday walk on Wed. 3rd October. 

There was a brief discussion of a walking  holiday in 2019. GOD suggested that the 
committee asked SP to commence an investigation/

Any Other Business.

None

Date of Next Meeting.
Thursday 17 May at 14:15
Thursday 12 July at 14:15

Note however that there are apologies for absence for 17 May from Maisie, June and Gerry

The meeting closed at 15:45.

Post Meeting Notes:-

Chatsworth House.
A 36 seater coach has been booked for Monday 18th June with pick-up points at the 
Cheltenham bus station and at Lidl in Bishops Cleeve. No payment (or deposit) due until 21 
days before departure. 
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•
Appendix.  Proposed social activities

Cleeve Ramblers -- Suggestions for Social Events
Submitted by Sue Perkin & Ruth O’Driscoll

June 2018
Chatsworth House Stately Home, Bakewell, journey is 2.45 hrs  each way

Entrance to Chatsworth House and garden for a group is £15.50 per person.
A 36 seat coach for the day from Marchants would be £575. That would break down to £16

per person. Provided we could fill it and could charge say £35 per person we could easily
cover the cost.  A £10 deposit per person would cover the deposit required to secure the

coach.

October 2018

Severn Cider, Newnham. 30 Miles, journey 1Hr-Members to make their own way
there.

Severn Cider is £20 per person for a talk, watch cider making and a ploughman’s lunch with a
glass of cider. We mentioned that we were a Ramblers group and he said other Ramblers

groups who visited combined it with a 4 mile walk around the river.
We liked the sound of that idea and thought it could be a Wednesday walk.

Early October is the best time to visit according to the chap in charge.

For this event members could just join us for the walk or just come along for the visit to
Severn Cider.

November 2018, (2  nd   or 3  rd  )

Barn Dance, either Southam Village Hall Or Woodmancote Village Hall

We thought a barn dance would be fun!
This event could include family & friends and also be advertised on local

community boards as we think we will need 40 people.
The costings are:

‘Hetty Peglars Tump’ band plus caller £400, they are available, based
locally & come highly recommended .

Hall is £12.50 per hour, 6 x £12.50 = £75
Food, £5 per person. 40 x £5 = £200

Bring your own drinks
Based on the assumption that we could sell 40 tickets

£18 per head would cover costs.

We have lots of ideas so please let us know your thoughts
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